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he Lincoln/Lancaster County
Planning Commission encour-
ages you to add your say on the future
of Lincoln and Lancaster County. Two
Open Houses and a public hearing are
scheduled to encourage public involve-
ment in the Comprehensive Plan/Long
Range Transportation Plan Update.
“We hope for a good turnout of citi-
zens. We want to hear their ideas about
how the community should grow and
about Lincoln’s transportation system,”
said Jon Carlson, Planning Commission
Chairman. “The last few months have
consisted of assembling the plan based
on early feedback. Now, it’s important
for people to see the results of that and
decide if it matches their vision.”
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Comp Plan/LRTP Update
Open Houses:
Wednesday, Sept. 27
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Gere Library
2400 S. 56th Street

Thursday, Sept. 28
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Lower Platte South NRD
3125 Portia Street

City/County Planning

Wednesday, Oct. 18
3:00 p.m.
County-City Building
Hearing Chambers
555 South 10th St.
* (The meeting will break at 5:30
and reconvene at 6:00)

From_.thejltincoln/Lancaster

# Commission Public Hearing 2%

oy Flany 1 ETF

2030

UFDATE

=l [
r future
SEEE =

The Open Houses are a perfect
opportunity to learn about the update
process before the completed draft
goes before the Planning Commission.
They are scheduled for Wednesday,
Sept. 27 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Gere
Library, 2400 S. 56th St.; and Thursday,
Sept. 28 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the
Lower Platte South NRD building at
3125 Portia St. The Open Houses coin-
cide with the anticipated release date of
the full draft Comp Plan/LRTP update.

“All of our meetings are to give the
public an avenue to view the material,
visit with staff and comment on what
they think about the update,” said Karl
Fredrickson, Director of Public Works/
Utilities. “While we have a draft docu-
ment for public review, no alternatives
have been eliminated. We want to hear
further from the public on how they
would like to improve our transporta-
tion system.”

Fredrickson said public input on the
update thus far has been valuable in up-
dating the transportation plan to reflect
new growth areas added to the city in
recent years.

Continued on Page 2




Update process continues

Continued from Page 1

“We’ve updated the Lincoln-area
traffic model to reflect anticipated
growth. We are now seeking addi-
tional ideas on improvements people
would like included in the future trans-
portation plan,” Fredrickson said.

The Planning Commission wel-
comes further input at its public hear-
ing on the Comp Plan/LRTP Update
on Oct. 18, starting at 3:00 p.m. at the
County-City ~ Building  Hearing
Chambers, 555 S. 10th St. Once
amended and approved by the
Planning Commission, the draft goes
to the City Council, County Board
and the Officials Committee of the
Metropolitan Planning Organization,
which will each review and take ac-
tion on the plan.

“Public input has been extremely
valuable to us,” Carlson said. “We
have nine members on the commission
with broad perspectives, but if our job
is to implement the community vision,
we can’t do that without input from
the community.”

The update reflects changes in
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the way Lincoln will plan for sus-
tained urban growth, street and
highway improvements, guidelines
covering neighborhood centers and
will incorporate findings of a joint
committee of the Lincoln-Lancaster
County Board of Health and Planning
Commission. Once released, the full
draft will be available on the Internet at
www.lincoln.ne.gov,
Keyword “cpupdate.”

Lincoln and Lancaster County
adopted the current Comprehensive
Plan in 2002. The plan forms a com-
mon vision to guide development into
2025. This document includes the de-
sired pattern of land uses and public
facilities necessary to support growth.
The Long Range Transportation Plan
forms an important section of this
plan. It describes an evolving local
transportation system built upon the
Comprehensive Plan’s vision.

Federal regulations require that
the LRTP be updated every five years
to qualify projects for federal funding.
To fulfill this requirement, an updated
LRTP needs to be adopted in 2007 to
extend the plan’s vision to 2030.

Public Works/Utilities and the
Planning Department lead the Comp
Plan/LRTP update effort. As the op-
erator of the traffic system, Public
Works helps determine the availability
of resources and funding necessary to
accommodate anticipated growth and
the effect it will have on existing sys-
tems. The LRTP is updated largely
based upon public input and the find-
ings of a traffic model which serves as
a tool to predict how traffic will move
throughout the city as it continues to
grow, as well as other factors, such as
cost, environmental factors and socio-
economic impacts.

“We did a complete rewrite of
the plan in 2002,” Carlson said.
“Although this is an update, I think it’s
been interesting and it’s important that
we re-evaluate our assumptions and
make sure we have a good road map
for Lincoln’s future.”

Compj)Rlan/ERTP
Highlights

Additions to the Plan

e “O” Street widening to 6-lanes
from the Antelope Valley project
(approximately 19th Street) to 44th
Street.

e Cornhusker Highway widening to
6-lanes from I-80 Exit 399 to I-80
Exit 409.

e Nebraska Highway 2 widening to
6-lanes from South 56th Street to
South 84th Street.

e Potential intersectionimprovements
on Nebraska Highway 2 from Van
Dorn to South 84th Street.

e Rural-to-Urban  Transition for
Streets (RUTS) program to provide
improved coordination and transi-
tion from county rural roads locat-
ed in the three-mile zoning jurisdic-
tion of the City to urban city streets
at the time of annexation.

e Added emphasis on the safety
and security of the transportation
system.

* New proposed funding sources for
transportation improvements in-
cluding possible changes in City
sales tax and the State gasoline tax.

Continued Items in the Plan

e South Beltway is a committed
project.

* Antelope Valley projects are com-
mitted projects.

e Planning and programming for the
East Beltway continues.

e Highway 77 upgrade to freeway sta-
tus from I-80 to the South Beltway.

e The Two Plus Center Turn Lane
program in the Built Environment
continues to be a priority.

e Arterial street road improvements
to support developing areas.

e Nebraska Highway 2 widening to
6-lanes from Van Dorn Street to
South 56th Street.

e Nebraska Highway 2 corridor pres-
ervation out to the South Beltway
interchange.
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Groups join forces to achieve shared goals

The joint committee has proposed updating ordinances
regarding sidewalk installation and improvements to in-
crease walking safety, including requiring commercial de-
velopments to add more walkways and making parking lots

As a running back relies on teammates to assist him
to progress toward his goal, the Lincoln/Lancaster County
Planning Commission and the Lincoln/Lancaster County
Health Department teamed together to tackle issues relating
to healthy living in Lincoln.

During the past year, a joint committee comprised
of Planning Commission and Board of Health members
has developed planning goals to be included within the
Comprehensive Plan. These issues include pedestrian and
bicycle safety, and hazardous material transportation and
storage.

The Planning Commission wanted to update design stan-
dards for walkways and roadways. The Health Department
wished to address zoning regarding hazardous materials.
Thus, a partnership was born as the two entities worked to-
gether on these important issues.

“I think it’s a unique situation,” said Eugene Carroll,
Planning Commission Vice-Chair. “Health departments are
trying to do this type of work on their own, but we realized
we needed to go to the core to reinforce livability through-
out our city.”

more pedestrian-friendly. One impetus for these updates
came from the Health Department’s Walking School Bus
program, in which one or more adults walk to and from
school with a group of children. In addition, recommen-
dations have been made regarding bicycle safety through-
out the city, including improved access to trails. This joint
committee also supported the newly adopted city pedestrian
standards.

The committee has also developed recommendations
regarding the use and storage of hazardous materials and for
pipelines carrying hazardous materials to reinforce public
safety. These recommendations have been included in the
Comprehensive Plan’s chapter on the economy.

“We’ve had good attendance from the Planning
Commission and Health Board and the city staff have done
a great job of supporting us in our discussions and final
decisions,” Carroll said.
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M E-mailing your ideas and

comments to: Please circulate this newsletter Presort
. Cosnp Mlen/LETF through your office. Standard
plan@lincoln.ne.gov 2030 US Postage
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www.lincoln.ne. gov, 555 S. 10th St., Room 213
Lincoln, NE 68508
Keyword “cpupdate”
B Faxing ideas to 441-6377
B Getting on the mailing list
by calling 441-7491
M Attend future
Comp Plan/LRTP 2030
Update public meetings
M Contacting the Public
Works/Utilities Department
at 441-7548, or the Planning
Department at 441-7491

Dates to remember - All ideas will be considered!

Comp Plan/LRTP Update

Open Houses:

Wednesday, Sept. 27, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Gere Library, 2400 S. 56th St.

Thursday, Sept. 28, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Lower Platte South NRD, 3125 Portia St.

City/County Planning Commission Public Hearing:
Wednesday, Oct. 18, 3:00 p.m.
County-City Building Hearing Chambers,
555 South 10th St.
(The meeting will break at 5:30 and reconvene at 6:00 p.m.)

Please note that all dates and times are subject to change. If you require special assistance at any of these events,
please contact the Planning Department at 441-7491 at least 24 hours in advance.
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